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Thank you for being part of the 1st annual KBA Marching Band Championships. There is a lot of 
information included in this letter. Please read through it and if you have any questions let me know. We 
want this to be an outstanding opportunity for you and your students as we start on this new adventure. 
Our first year entries have exceeded expectations creating a few logistic issues, however with 
everyone’s cooperation everything should work out just fine. 
 
THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT—This event is will take place as safety allows. Rain showers may delay 
the event but will not cancel the event. Lightening will cause a 30 minute safety delay from the last 
strike of lightning within 7 miles, as per KSHSAA weather policies. The cell phone number provided on 
the original entry form will be the mode of communication from the contest director if there is any delay 
or change in performance times. 
 
PARKING—We will be parking 75 buses and 50 support vehicles on the campus of Washburn University. 
Do to this magnitude we are going to assign parking areas.  We are able to reserve only certain parking 
areas for this. There is also a volleyball tournament taking place that day so the Arena parking lot will be 
reserved for that event and unavailable to us. You will be receiving an e-mail with your parking lot 
assignment from Dr. Michael Mapp, Washburn University Director of Bands and Co-chair of this event.  
Once you arrive at the parking area you will receive a packet with student wristbands, Director Lanyards 
and support personnel wristbands. 
 
Warm-Up Times—Please plan your logistical organization to include time to move to warm-up and 
between areas. Because bands will be parked in many different areas on the campus it is impossible for 
us to calculate your time needed to get where you need to be.  Your Physical warm-up time on the 
practice field will be 45 minutes prior to your performance, Your Musical warm-up time will be 30 
minutes prior to your performance and you should leave the music warm-up area 15 minutes prior to 
your performance time to report to the gate at the performance field.  
 
Performance Field Logistics—Because there is only one gate to enter and exit the field it will necessitate 
some simple organization. Bands preparing to perform on the field will be directed in the gate and 
backfield 2 minutes before the conclusion of the performing band. Any Front Ensemble equipment will 
be directed along the South side of the end zone to wait at the South West corner of the field. At the 
conclusion of the performance, the band leaving the field should proceed to the South end zone without 
entering the track area. The Sideline, Team box and track areas will be reserved for Front Ensemble 
equipment. The departing Front ensemble should stay as close to the field as possible and the entering 
Front Ensemble should allow the departing ensemble that exit area. Bands grounding percussion 
equipment on the field and not in the pit area should allow the previous band departure courtesy. 
Please plan your field entry and exit to observe these instructions.  
VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM WASHBURN UNIVERSITY—NO MOTORIZED VEHICHLES OF 
ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED INSIDE THE GATE AREA OF THE STADIUM. All pit equipment must be 
transported by hand from the gate to the performance area. 
  



 

 



Procedures and announcements for entering the field: (Each band will be allowed 3 minutes for set-up 

and warm-up anywhere in the Performance area. Entrance to the Performance area must be made from 

the back of the field or the end zones. Performers pre-setting equipment in the front of the 

Performance Field may enter from the front. 

A Band is allowed a Performance time of 7-11 minutes anywhere on the Performance Field. Show timing 

will begin at the conclusion of the 3 minute set up/warm-up time. 

Immediately read as the band enters the field: (at this time bands may start preplacement/preshow or 

warm-up.)  This begins the 3 minute pre-set warm-up time. If you are performing a pre-show, timing of 

the pre-show conclusion should coincide with the conclusion of the 3-minute time. 

(Any special announcement during your pre-show should be made from your field pa system or you must 

have a staff member with the announcer in the pressbox to insure it is read at the appropriate time.) 

Every effort will be made to insure a consistency between bands in the introductions prior to each 

performance. 

“Now entering the field from _____________, Kansas, the _______________ High School Marching 

Band.” Today’s program is ________________, featuring the music_________________, 

_______________,_______________________,_____________________. 

After the 3 minute warm-up time: 

Ladies & Gentlemen, Kansas Bandmasters Association is proud to present, in class ______A 

Preliminary/Finals Performance Drum Major(s) ____________________ and _________________ and 

the ______________H.S. “nickname”. 

Show timing begins at the conclusion of this announcement. 

Drum Majors may salute however there will be no other announcement to begin your show. 

All bands will exit the field within the remaining time allowed in their 15 minute program slot. 

During Exit the announcer will read: 

 

Ladies& Gentlemen, the ________________, HS Marching Band. The Band is under the direction of 

__________________ assisted by __________________. Other staff include;__________________, 

________________________, etc.  The Awards list will then be read as submitted by each director. 

All Bands should exit the field of competition within 90 seconds following the conclusion of their show 

 

 

 

Critique was originally planned for this show, however, due to the overwhelming response, it is not 

feasible due to the time restraints Therefore this contest will not have a critique session.  Directors 

who would like further contact with judges regarding commentary may email Contest Director Dennis 

Kerr (kerr@usd356.org) in order to be a liaison between Judges & Directors. This practice is very 

common to prevent issues from arising. 

 

 

 

mailto:kerr@usd356.org


Drum Major only Retreats for Preliminaries & Finals 
(It was hoped to have a full retreat for finalist bands, however, some bands will have a 3-4 hour trip home after 

spending many hours already at the show. It was felt that to expedite departure times for all that the drum major 

only retreat would be the best option.) 

At the conclusion of Preliminary competition all Drum majors will report to the South Endzone to be 

led to the front sideline. Preliminary awards and announcement of finalists will be made at this time. 

 

Class 3A caption awards 

Class 3A Champion 

Class 4A caption awards 

2nd, then 1st place Class 4A 

8th through 4th place 5A 

5A caption awards 

3rd, through 1st place 5A 

10th through 4th place 6A 

6A caption awards 

3rd through 1st place 6A 

 

Finalists in no particular order. 

 

Finalists directors will meet in the Pressbox immediately after Preliminary awards to get their 

assigned warm-up times. 

 

At the conclusion of the Washburn University Performance all Finalist Drum Majors should assemble 

in the South Endzone to be led to the front sideline.  Finalist awards will be announced at this time. 

 

Finals format for announcing awards will be: 

 

12th through 4th place will be announced 

Caption award winners 

3rd through 2nd. 

Champion is announced. 

 

 

Photo’s—It is requested that every band have their photo taken by Scott Stansell Photography after 

Preliminary Performances.  Scott Stansell will be video recording every performance as well. 

 

Sideline photography—Belinda Johnson will be photographing from the sideline. B. Johnson 

Photography has a special for full digital galleries of your band’s performance. Purchase the gallery 

ONCE and share with everyone in the band at NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE.  Check it out at 

www.orders.bjohnsonphotography.com (Save $10 with the code PP10) 

 

 



PARTICIPANT SEATING—Due to the size of the stadium and the large number of participants, All 

participants are requested to sit in the back sideline seating or on the grassy hill to the north end of 

the stadium.  This reserves the front sideline seating for our paying patrons. All participants will 

receive a blue/tyvek wristband to be worn for admission. Directors will have Lanyards with badges 

and support staff will have yellow wristbands. 

 

T-Shirts—Special Inaugural KBA Championship T-shirts will be available for sale the day of the show.  

Adult sizes 

Small 

through 

Extra Large 

will be $12 

and XXL 

will be $14.  

Featuring 

all 

participant 

bands in 

the show! 

 

 

 

FRONT     BACK 

 

CONCESSIONS—Washburn University contracts their concessions with a private company so stadium 

concessions will be available.  Most bands are making preparations to have their parents bring in a 

meal or have meals catered. 

 

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY—This is going to be one of the largest events that Washburn University has 

ever hosted. There will be some issues for everyone in logistics, parking, and general care for the day. 

Washburn is a beautiful campus and prides itself on the condition of its grounds.  With over 2500 

students alone the amount of trash created is going to be tremendous.  We know that Band students 

are the best in the world so we are asking you to remind students to take care of the grounds by 

picking up their trash and using proper receptacles.  Students should also be aware that, potentially 

the only campus buildings available to the students for restroom use will be the stadium restrooms, 

and the student union. 

 

 

 

 


